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FUTURE, PRESENT AND PAST FORMS OF MODALS (with functions): 

Aşağıda, tüm modalların kullanım alanları ve cümle örnekleri verilmiştir. Siz de ilgili modalı kullanarak verilmiş olan 
boşluklara aynı amaçta (function) cümleler yazmaya çalışın. 
 

 SAMPLE SENTENCES  

ABILITY (Yetenek) 

Present can 
 
 
be able to 

Can you cook any rice this way? 
I can see the black clouds! 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
Because of her artistic talent, she is able to design very well. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

Past could 
 
was/ were able to 
 

He could recognize her friend getting off the bus. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
The weather was sunny and warm, so we were able to go on picnic.  
She couldn’t /wasn’t able to play the piano as she was expected to. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

Future will be able to With this inhaler, you will be able to breath more easily. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

POSSIBILITY & PROBABILITY (Olasılık) 

Present can / could 
 
 
may 
 
should / ought to 
 

Can this be sent? 
The florist can deliver the bouquet early. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
It may be worth your while. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
It shouldn’t be a problem for you. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

Past 
        

could 
was/ were able to 

Ali and Helen could/were able to work out their cultural diferences and got 
married. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

Future may / might 
 
 
could 

Necla may get married this summer if she decides she’s ready to settle 
down. 
We might go to somewhere else. 
They could fix this problem by next year. 
Could you be a bit fitter before you get enlisted to army? 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

POLITE REQUESTS & PERMISSION (Rica & İzin) 

 can / could 
 
 
may / might 
 
 
will / would 
 

Can I get the menu, please? 
Could I have the slides on and the lights on? 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
May I come in? 
I wonder if I might now see my husband. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
Would you drop off the gun, please? 
Will you close the Windows, please? 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

OFFERS (Teklif) 

 can / could 
may 

I could  help you prepare the food. 
May I drive you home? 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

OBLIGATION & NECESSITY (Mecburiyet, Gereklilik ) 

Present have to 
have got to (gotta) 
must/mustn’t 

They have to move. 
We’ve got to decide now. 
He must have a covid test. 
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need (to) 
 
should / ought to 
 

D’you need to know anything else? 
Oh. We mustn’t be too late then. 
I suppose I ought to go to bed. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

Past had to 
needed (to) 

My teacher had to improve her health. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

SUGGESTION & ADVICE (Öneri, Tavsiye) 

 can / could 
might 
must 
should / ought to 
had better (‘d better not) 

You can try on a shorter skirt, too. 
You might try another pair of sneakers. 
You must meet him! 
You should / ought to / had better see a doctor. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

EXPECTATION & PREDICTIONS (Beklenti &Öngörü ve tahminler) 

 will 
 
 
shall / should 
 
 
ought to 
 

My door will be open to you. 
The prodecure is very simple and will be familiar by now. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
I shall regret this for the rest of my life. 
You should get a call from him soon. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
The divorce rate ought to go down. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

DEDUCTIONS, CONCLUSION & DISBELIEF (Çıkarım, fikir ve olumsuz yargı yürütme) 

 must 
 
can’t (for negative)  

My wife has been working for hours in the kitchen. She must be tired now. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
She can’t be working. I’ve just seen her at home watching movies all day. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

HABITUAL ACTIVITY (Adetler) 

Present be used to 
 
be accustomed to 

I’m used to his weird attitude. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
They were accustomed to this bad climate there. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

Past used to 
(for repeated past actions) 
would 
(for discontinued actions) 

He used to smoke, but now he doesn’t. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
When he came to me, we would often play chess and eat hams together.  
…………………………………………………………………………. 

PREFERENCE (Tercih) 

 would prefer to (/not to) 
would rather 
 

I’d prefer to take the highway. 
I’d rather make the decision in due time. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

PROHIBITION (Yasaklar) 

 mustn’t You mustn’t smoke here. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

LACK OF NECESSITY (Gereksizlik) 

Present needn’t 
don’t/doesn’t need (to) 
don’t/doesn’t have to 

You needn’t do that, bro. 
You don’t need to do that, bro 
She doesn’t have to pay any tax fort hat. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Past 

 
didn’t need (to) 
didn’t have to 

 
Did you really need to pay money for this book? I had the same one. I could 
lend you. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

 


